Life in a Hut
The first 5 months of conscious Sadguruship

(January to May 1922)

This is Chapter 17 of an original manuscript authored under Meher Baba's instruction by K. J.
Dastur sometime between 1927-29. This copy was given to Francis Brabazon by Filis Frederick
and may have been used as background material for his book Silent Word.

Life in a Hut" is a chapter from a manuscript about Baba's life prepared by K.J. Dastur
sometime after 1927 when he joined Baba and before 1929. During those days Baba
was paying Dastur a salary, and his job was to do writing for Baba. The copyright for
the manuscript was with Baba and is now held by the Avatar Meher Baba Perpetual
Public Charitable Trust. The original manuscript, (which is handwritten) is held in the
Archives at Meherabad.
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} CLIFE IN A HUT: ' oL
R ¢ R 'FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF CONSCIOUS . .
IR o SADGURUSHIP, (JANUARY to MAY, 1922). - :
L !

o o
A

' Soon after His Holiness welier Baba became a conscim:

Nl

- Sadguru,- He wrote a lotter to His disciple. Mr., Sad-

. ' e R : a.shlV& P.aA,'t',eLL of lll"oona,“'_inA wi}ich H‘e,z“g.:iesired hin. to ta.ke
‘ i | | on‘tlélase a small,"‘pi ot o}‘ gro;zlmdfif. possi.’l.ale,‘_cllgfsé
; o ¥ | co : by J.c,he temple o:f‘ Barvat:i or that éf Chatarsingiégdl
R 4 _ 1-,0 bulldup a me‘an hut onlit.. }Ii‘s‘ ﬁibine-ﬁkl?-,jés'%JY- 'a.s‘ .{
f we’ maynow ﬁeli call H_i}n, ‘fur‘;her' intimatéd to ILIr } ‘
Ef | , JZQ;VP§£ei that He intended to‘stay in that Wut, and not
P R ‘ . : , : . Lo S :

\L : 1nthe ﬁouée of Hi:s pafents, for at lgas‘t a few rxlonfc,hg
} , t -"-.'..'from't.he day when e r'.e‘turned to Poona.

'~ In the beginning of 1922, His Holiness left

~ Sakori and repaired to.Bombay, wherc ®e put up at

ARSI . o : .

S ~ the house, situated.at Charnd Road, of ‘lunshi Sheikn

"{'Abdu]__rrahim, who is known among:the Kaster's discipleg

sp— 1
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Saheb came across Him. He began to consider Him as .g

‘quinine’ pills to remove your fever!!" Overnight liunsnj

as Munshi Saneb. Before I proceed furiker, I think it
necessary to write a word or two about him, Lunshi’
Saheb. was born at Ghazipur in the districtiof Hashi, in
1876 . He was bred in poverty, but was not un:oftunaté
as regards education. Frém the humble post of & time-
keeper in ths P,W,D, of Poona, which he filled for a

. i »

few years and for which he received the salary of Rs.12-

per menser, he has risen to the responsible post of the
' : 1

store-keeper in the Back Bay Reclamatior Scheme Depart;'

ment, for which ne receives Rs.250 per menscw.From his |
{
1

early boyhood days he has becn religious-minded, in

the'trué sense of the word. Some time before His Divine .

Hajestx feher Baba became a conscious badguru, Munshi_

.

)

sainﬁ, when His DivihefMajesty'weaned,a friend of qisAf‘
ffom hiéidruﬁken'habité and debaucﬁéry. His faith iﬁ,'
the Master was strengthened, when on a certéin"éay LHis
‘Holinegs called upon him at his house early ih the
morning and abruptly said to him, "What a nice remedy
yoﬁ took recourse to! A bath at dead of night and two
Sdheb"tnough:féverish;ihad talken bath ét Qead of nign{
and t5en had swallowed two quinine pills. He was;

therefore, thunderstrucl, when £he Haster, Yho came to

XV — 2
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tlfien been taken, the first .one is still worshipped the

to know of his peculaf remedy to remove his fever by
-rliéans of His superhuman, novers, reminded him of it,
though ne had not spoker to anybody about 1t
Thev first thing that the Master did in the house of ‘

lrunshi Saheb was to take hot~water bath. This bath He |
might be said to have taken after the lapse of no less
than six nlonthé, inasmugh as :bhroughout His ot.a.y at
Sakori He had not cared to wash Ilis .body even once,
Though le ?’t?’“yed for about %en:days with Lunshi Saheb,

He did not once stir out from His host's place. It

"goes without saying that the friends and relatip_nS' of

Munshi Saheb did not fail to take advantage of worship-

ping His Holiness. The only noteworthy event concerning

the Master, during His sl;fort s-ta,y at Bombay, was the !

taking of His photogra.p'h , by a friend of the host. Tt

was Nis first photograph  after the restoration of

His gross and subtle consciousness. The host as well

as the friend, who photographed Him, may well Dbe proud.,.'

.of -it, for, though countless photographs have since -

3

most. AfteQr the lapse of the short period mentioned

above, :His Holiness, m company with Syed Saheb, went

»

to His native city,
Tt

In;aco_ordance with the desire of His Holiness, 4

Xvy—— 3
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the M ' disci
‘th hasper s devotee and alsciple as <«oon as

Plot of land, on the Ferguson Collepme Road, close by
the BEngincering College mnd the temple of Chatar31ng1
wan taken on leasc, by ir, Shadashiva Patbl on bek#é}

of the Master, and a hut ten by six feet wa7erected on
it. His Holiness, as soon as Ile came to Poona, was led

bj Mr, Patel to lhis hut. Afbér congratulating His

disciple on his success in carrying out His desire,

“the Master entered the hut and occupied it from that

time. After some time, the landlord, on whose plot the‘

hut was erected, fell in with His Hollness.’qe dlscoverca

[

. himself to be a school-friend of His Holiness. On

leérning the high spiritual position of his oldaﬁriepd,A

the landlord declared his resolution not to take a?y.'“

rent on any ‘account, and gave permission to the laster
. )

Lo use the land for whatever purpose He liked.

’,

How Hls Hollnesq spent His tlme daily in Lne begin-

nihg:ovais active Sadguruship it is interesting tg know

Barly 1n the mornlnw the Master took tea and break¢aot

-

'.whlch werc dally brought in by kr, Khudadad 8. Irani,

1

who has, been nicknamed 'Sailor' and who 1s one of the
staunchest disciples of the Master., In passing it may
be observed that Mr. Sailor had very intimate friondship

. 1 R
with the iaster when both were school-boys and becamo

ha Cana
Xvn— 11‘



~ used to read newspapers and in the evening a number

R Sl e N

_ Of_ His ;folquvérs used to call upon Him. The Master wé.s,

&£illi-danda, which were played daily near the hut, ;

to know of Ilis union with the Almighty. At about n'_i.ne
in the morninz, the kaster was dail}.r vigided by Jiis Hin?
du worshippers of the Phoi caste, the members of which
follow the profession of fishery. These Hindu devotees,.
whgse leader was .the late lir. Arjoon Dagd%o. Supékar,
used to entertain His Holinegs, for about an hour, by ‘
chanting Hindu reli;gi'ous songs with the help of the ‘
aikta.ra, which is an Indian musical instrwaent, to some.
extén’c rescmbling another Indian instrument called the
‘si'ata.rb,, but which unlike the sita.ra, has only one st.rizg:'
At 'abouﬁ half past ten His Holiness used to. leave the
‘hut and go to His mother'g placé on foot for dinnér.
Aft;er taking dinner and Feét for some time, the laster

used to return to the hut, ‘where He generally stayed"

for the rest of the day. In the afternoon His Holiness

3

L e e o C s« me o ——————

.much Aen'ter'ta.ine‘d by His fol lowers, who used to.sing

‘hymns and Play on musical instruments. His.Holiness

participated in the Indian games of atya-patya and

Aft_er the games were over, the Master used to refresh

-His followers by offering them tea, fruits, comfitsg
. : . ]

—
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and other eatables. He also gave them pabulum by imparting

sviritual instruction do them.

One evening, four atout Irani youths came into the hut

with the intention of confusing the Master by asking Him

. various questions and then to give Him a drubbing. They

had taken the Master for a hypocrite. But yhen they:saw
Him, not one of them could open his mouth to speak a
sinéle word.' When ﬁhey lo;ked into His Divine Majesty's
eyes, they turned away their own. Like a flood shame
swept upon ﬁhem. The Maﬁter was much amused, as Hé kneﬁ;
the intention with which they had come to Him. He.
reproached them with chidken-heartedness..Dqspite this,
the four'youtgs did not utter a single word. They fell at
:thélfeet of the Master and went away.

;At niﬁe.b,m. the Mastgr used to take supper,'which
was{daily brought in by His near falatige, Mr. Rustamji

Gus_tadji Irani, who is one of the oldest'disciples of

~the Master and who is known as Uncle Rustam among the

Mas?er’sldisciples. From'nine at.night till dgwn. every- |

body, excopt Mr. Rehli J. Irani, whom I shall introduce -

to my readers in the next chapter, was strictly prohibiteé

fromfcoming into or loiteriﬁg about the hut. This=comma5a

of the Master could be disobeyed by anybody only on pain ©
. ) . )8 ln ..

vn— 6
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of His severe diswleasure, However, the ihquisitiveness
of the late wr. Jumshed R, Irani, one of the maternal
uncles of Mr. Behramji F. Irani, got the detter of his ‘
fear of the ligster's displeasure and of iis owvn comuon

sense. So ceager was he to learn what was happening in the

hut from nine at night till dawn that one night, just

"after his clock struck nine, with a few friends, he left

his houso. with a view to anproach the hut and see for
himseif what the Master was doing in company with Mr.
EehlL Mr, Irani and his friends used to call upon the
Iua,ster daily at the hut and therefore cver3/one of them
mlght be expoct},ed to know its exact location. Before it
was ten, they found themselves on the Ferguson Odllege :
Road? but, to their utter bewilderment, none of them
could ses tho hut. Thoy searched for it ill five in
the morning, but they failed in theirAattempts.. It seemed
to have vanished into thin air, Every inember of that
11?1'?1'31g‘fgisgrggg'd1ggoééfznttggrgﬁgsg;giggg and went to

their 'p’laces. A% seven'the ringleader, the late Mr,

J~®18110d Irani, callcd. upon the Master. After worshipping

~and putting at His feet fruits é,nd flOWGI'S./]COI’lfessed toi

him how he and his friends had disobeyed Him and askeqd

His pardon. Theu n‘ztc; told him, without Sho“’lr\g +he

slightest indication of displeasure. that though w
, Mg

xvii—
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.heartily pardoned him for his mean act of disobediencé,
he.Would have to suffer for it in some way or other. kr,
Irani’did suffer, and that too, only after a couple of
days, inasmuch as his youngzest child all of a sudden

breathed his last.

In passing it must be mentioned that when the

- liaster went, to bed at night, the duty of kir. Schli

J. Irani was to keep watch in the hut. He was strictly
commanded by the Master to remain wide awake. One night,

however, he failed in his duty, for he could not give \

~wide berth to slumber. The slumber lastéd only for a

few m-inut}es; hut when he woke uw, to his horror he
found that the bed was quite vacant. Whefe had the
Master gone? Poor Beiuli, frightened out of his wits,
was juét zoing to open the door of .t.he hut; but strange.
and weird fig,urés made their appearance before him. The"

Master had strictly ordered him that, whatever happened;:

‘he was on no account to open the door of the hut. Seecing

th‘ds.;e strang;e'-a.nd weird figures, he recalled that order
and désisted from opening the door. With sunken sniritg
he sat down, knowing not what .to do. He wept as if hig
heart would break. After a couple of hours he azain

sank into a short troubled slwaber. “When he woke up, t
4 Moy 0
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his joy, he saw that the bed was not vacant. The Master
was theéere on it.
During the first threc montrs, Mis Woliness lMeher

Baba usod to repair, on evory Thursday night, to the

P osnemnod

.. . e

Kosba Peth where He was rmzeixsd worshinwed by a number
of His Tollowers. There tne Hindu devotees, in lis pre-- |
sence, used to sing their hymns till midnight. On every. |

Sunday, His Holiness, with a good number of His disciples

used to go out for a vicnic to a suburb of Poona. One

s -

Sunday the HMaster took them to Chinchwad for the said
purpose. In the midst of merry-making, the kaster, all

I - ~ of a sudden, to the great surprise of His disciples, )
ordered one of them, who had come with his byeycle, to |

e break it into piecces and to throw all the pieces into
the well, which was within a stone's throw from the place

|
i

;

i
.o ’ . "

where they were enjoying themselves., ThB Master's order i

| ‘ was carried out, but. nobody then could understand its ‘;

s1gn1f10an("e But on the same day’ when the 'Darty return)

|

|

3 |

- ’ | | | to tne hut, they learned: that at exactly tne same moment !

' | : ' when His Holiness had ma.xde the above order; Mr. Behli
Irani had fallen into the well, which was cl‘oéé by the

g | |

‘ hut, but luckily, almost miraculously escaped beirg

) drov.!nedc I\!Fr. ,Behli'be]_i,eved and still believes. that it

d

i}

‘I‘; was the Master ‘ho saved him., His Woliness Hiriself
‘ XVil— ?
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snid, "Instead of allowing Benli to be dpowned, I sank
the cycle into the well. It was & sort of pross exchange.®
... . Ons:umore supsrnatural episode. One night, when Mr.
Behli was absent, the Master ordered lir, Arjoon Supekar
to keep watch. He wﬁa asked to sit just outside of the
hut and ﬁot to allow anyone to'approach it. At about oné 
o' clock midnight, the Master asked from inside, "Arjoon{
are you wiae awake? On receciving his answer in the affire
mative, He said,"Wnatever may happen, don't be frightened?
No sooner did quarter of an hour elanse after the above
words;wefe uttered than Nr, Arjoon saw two tall men, clad
in spétleSSly White'robes coning tgwards him. Mr. Arjoon
was 3lGreat wrestler and was regarded as oné of the
strongest and bravest men in Poona. But as soon as he sav’
those two men, he‘%ﬁﬁg?ae-pale as death. But, though
scared out of his wits, in trembling voice he managed to
shbﬁt, "Who are you?" The Master from inside of the hut,
asked, "What's the matter,,Arjoon?er. Arjoon notiged thét
as soon as His Holiness uttered those words, those two
men vanisbed as breath into the wind. The Master forthwiy
came out of the hut and_expressed His surprise»‘at the
fright of His discziple. Terrible, indeed, was the fright
with which Mr. Arjoon was gripped. He could not clothe

what he felt in wovds, but ha aft need #f SaAV, "Had

xvii— 10



not Shri Baba qomc out, of tine hut at that very moment, I
would surely have dicd of fright there and then. " In
the morninz a great change was noticed in Iir. Arjoon's
countenance. Jis eyes had become yellowisn and his face
had become distincfiy'pale. This change did notv prove to

be temporary. As predicted by the Haster, it lasted till

-

2

Mr. Arjoon shuffled off his mortal coil.

Ixtraordinary days were extraordinarily spent. The
Master, in order to respect the susceptibilities of His -
numberless fol lowers of all castes and creeds, not only‘
obserygd; Parsi, bu£ also Hindu and lMahometan hélidays.
To give an example, the Cécoanut Day, which is also knowm
as Holi, and which fqlls in the Hindu month of Fagan,
which runs side by sidg witn tie Christian month of Marc@
was celebrated, at the special command of the kaster, witn
great joy and splendour. His Holiness, late in the cvening
: Himself brought a big hewn piece of felled'tree in a petty
bﬁllook-cart, which is called;gnﬁggﬂg by the Marathas,
from thé Kasba Peth. A pit was dug out and the piece of'
wood was thrown into it. @uer it countless dried-up leave:
of trees, collected by a number of the Master's followers
were thrown. Then all the Hindus present began to simg .
hymns with the aid of various musical instruments,and

the wood was kindled. The whole vit was soon in a blaze
»

xvii—
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with sparks flyin: upvards, ‘hen ine last hjn:m_was
about to be chanted, the Laster, to the surprise of
exerybody nresent, throw all the musical instrumehts'into:
the pit. When they were reduced alimos®t to ashes, they
were taken out and buried. Over ithe head of thcir grave,
small models of thosc instruments made of ::ﬂ.ur'.. wore erect-
ed. After this ceremonial bhurial, the _ame of niva-patva
was started, in which tlie Kaster ilimsel? narticipated,
and whic;h did not end till four in the mornins.

In the month of lay, on tHe eve of the birthday of
His Jlolincess Yvasani ifaharaj, the iaster, with some of -

His discsinles, left Poona for Sakori. The birthday was

celcbrated with great joy and enthusiasm, it

ST etk etty . Clothes and food were

distributed amons the poor of the village, at the special

command of the Sadguru of Sakori. A}.l the members of t@e
party of His Holinqss ieher baba were dra.v-m to .tho‘.
Master of %c,heir Vaster, doubtless on accouﬁt of His
divinity and mdg;;netic pers;onalit,y. Shri Upasani kaharaj )
‘;‘Ihb hdd welcomed them warml'y,‘t thrice took thcm into His
room and advised them on matters spiritual. Speaking
about His Divine majesty licher Paba, Shri Upasani Maharaj
said to them: "Bear it in your mind tnat Shri Keher -Babg,
ﬁolds the key' of everything: which I have. Bvery one of
19

Cand
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you would do weoll to stick to Him and carry out all

His wishes and commands. Yite the ;race of Jold, some of

you will cerininly reach the hizhest sniritunl coal.”

L

Yhen the Liasver, with Jiis disciples, returned to

4.

Poona, fde gava out that Me would soon leave Poona, as -

i i to Rox ey ' B
He intended to 304 0N foot , and stay there for a fow

—
£3

months. All thosez whom the Master wanted to uccompany

Him wers asked to malke prevarations for the journey.

During the period of five months I have dealt. with-

in this chavter, His Holiness drew to Nimself some of

those wino had connections with llim in past lives. The

world is an ench'nter whose spells are extremely dif-

flcult to be resisted. But a Sadmuru is a far freater

.

enchanter, whose spells are far more difficult to be

resisted by any one who was closely connected with him

in past incarnations.

sil— 13
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